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Limited 
Shun Tak-China Travel 
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Secretary 
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Absent: 
Mr CHOW Chun-fai, BBS, JP 
Mr LEUNG Wai-kuen, Edward, JP 
 

District Council Member 
District Council Member 
 

 

Opening Remarks 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Members, representatives from government 
departments and all attendees to the meeting.  He proposed that Members who had 
submitted papers be given no more than two minutes to make supplementary remarks, 
and that each Member be allowed to speak twice on each item: two minutes for the 
first time and one minute for the second time.  There was no objection to the 
proposal.
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2. The Chairman reported that Mr CHOW Chun-fai and Mr Edward LEUNG 
were absent due to other commitments.  He continued that the audio record of the 
meeting would be uploaded to the webpage of the Yau Tsim Mong District Council 
(“YTMDC”).  In addition, according to the Standing Order, the Chairman could 
issue warnings to Members or members of the public attending or observing the 
meeting who acted in a disorderly manner and interrupted the proceedings of the 
meeting.  If the warnings were not heeded, the Chairman could order such persons to 
leave the venue. 
 
Item 1: Confirmation of Minutes of Last Meeting 
 
3. The Chairman said that the Secretariat had received proposed amendments to 
the minutes of the last meeting from the Transport and Housing Bureau (“THB”).  
The document concerned (see Annex 1) was distributed to Members for perusal at the 
meeting.  

 
4. The amended minutes of the last meeting were confirmed. 

 
(Mr HUI Hon-man joined the meeting at 2:35 p.m.) 
 
 
Item 2: Matter Arising: 

Bus Route Development Programme 2013-2014 for Yau Tsim Mong 
District 
(YTMTTC Paper No. 15/2013)                                  

 
Item 6: To Enhance Ancillary Transport Facilities in Tai Kok Tsui and 

Increase Bus Routes Running through Tai Kok Tsui District 
(YTMTTC Paper No. 30/2013)                                  

 
Item 7: Opposition against Reshuffling of KMB Bus Routes to Use West 

Kowloon Corridor  
(YTMTTC Paper No. 31/2013)                                  

 
5. The Chairman said that contents of the papers regarding Items 2, 6 and 7 
were all related to the bus services in the Yau Tsim Mong (“YTM”) District, so he 
proposed the items be discussed together.  There was no objection to his proposal. 
 
6. The Chairman welcomed the following representatives to the meeting: 
 

(a) 
 
(b) 
 
(c) 

Ms Christine YUEN, Senior Transport Officer/Yau Tsim Mong of the 
Transport Department (“TD”); 
Mr PANG Tat-wing, District Engineer/Mong Kok of the Highways 
Department (“HyD”); and 
Ms Peggy WONG, Assistant Manager/Planning and Development, Mr 
LEUNG Wang-cheong, Senior Operations Officer, Ms Stella LAM, 
Senior Manager/Community Affairs and Mr Dennis LEE, 
Manager/Planning and Development of The Kowloon Motor Bus Co. 
(1933) Ltd.   
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7. The Chairman said that the written response to Item 6 of The Kowloon 
Motor Bus Co. (1933) Ltd. (“KMB”), Citybus Limited (“CTB”) and New World First 
Bus Services Limited (“NWFB”) (Annexes 2 and 3) together with the written 
response to Item 7 of the TD and Environmental Protection Department (“EPD”) 
(Annexes 4 and 5) had been faxed to Members for perusal before the meeting. 
  
(The Vice-chairman, Mr WONG Kin-san and Mr Benny YEUNG joined the meeting 
at 2:39 p.m.) 
 
8. Mr LAU Pak-kei did not oppose the general direction of the Bus Route 
Development Programme for YTM District but he was dissatisfied that, under this 
plan, the number of bus trips re-routed to use the West Kowloon Corridor (“WKC”) 
had been increased to nearly 400.  He recalled that at the last meeting of the Traffic 
and Transport Committee (“TTC”), he had requested the TD and EPD to state their 
stances on the Bus Route Development Programme for the District, but there was no 
reply since then.  He requested representatives of the departments to respond and 
hoped that the Chairman could allow more time for Members to discuss on this issue. 
 
9. The Chairman responded that since the three items had been combined for 
discussion, he proposed each Member be allowed to speak one more time for no more 
than two minutes.  Participants had no objection to his proposal. 
 
10. Ms Christine YUEN responded that the TD was consulting District Councils 
(“DCs”) on the bus route reorganisation proposal.  The TD had discussed with bus 
companies about the suggestion made by Councillors to re-route some return bus 
services heading for Island Harbourview Public Transport Interchange to travel via 
Sham Mong Road for the sake of enhancing bus services in the Tai Kok Tsui (“TKT”) 
District.  However, the journey time would become longer under such arrangement, 
which would affect bus frequency and fares.  The TD currently planned to add en 
route stops for bus route Nos. 701 and 701S on Sham Mong Road so as to step up bus 
services for residents in the TKT District. 
 
(Ms KO Po-ling joined the meeting at 2:50 p.m.) 
 
11. Mr Benjamin CHOI believed that at the last meeting Members had expressed 
clearly their objection to the increase of bus routes using the WKC.  He said that as 
the problem of traffic noise was severe on the WKC, it would really be unbearable for 
residents in the vicinity to bear an additional of almost 400 trips of buses passing 
through there every day.  He opined that the TD should no longer increase the 
number of bus routes via the WKC but it should seriously discuss with bus companies 
on reducing bus trips via the WKC.  
 
12. Mr LAU Pak-kei was dissatisfied that the EPD had not sent any 
representative to attend the meeting.  He pointed out that the population of the TKT 
District kept rising in recent years, but the MTR Tung Chung Line only served the 
newly-developed area in TKT while residents in the old area still needed to rely on 
bus and minibus services for getting in and out of the District.  Yet, some bus routes 
such as Nos. E21, 13D, 904 and 905 passing through the TKT old area only either on 
their forward trips or return trips, resulting in inadequate services.  He was 
discontented that bus companies raised their fares every year without enhancing or 
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improving services. 
 
13. The Vice-chairman said that he had conducted a questionnaire survey on the 
Bus Route Development Programme for YTM District in April this year and received 
more than 70 submissions expressing objection to have more bus routes using the 
WKC.  He supplemented that he and Mr YIM Kin-ping had conducted on-site 
measurement of traffic noise level on the WKC in September 2011 and the noise level 
recorded had exceeded the limit set by the EPD.  He reiterated his objection to 
re-routing more buses to travel on the WKC and enquired if there were any surfacing 
materials effective in abating traffic noise. 
 
14. Mr Chris MAN wanted to know whether the original number of bus stops 
would be reduced if bus routes Nos. 30X, 33A and 41 were diverted to the WKC.  In 
addition, he doubted if the TD had sufficient grounds for proposing diversion of those 
routes.   
 
15. Mr LEUNG Ping-foon said that as the traffic noise problem of the WKC 
remained unsolved, the TD should consider arranging diversion of bus routes to Sham 
Mong Road so as to avoid aggravating noise nuisance to residents in the vicinity. 
 
16. Ms KO Po-ling opined that bus companies and the TD should reorganise bus 
routes according to the actual circumstances of the District.  She pointed out that the 
traffic noise level of the WKC had already exceeded EPD’s standard.  Before any 
improvement in traffic noise problem of the WKC, it would be in fact a default of the 
TD to allow more bus routes travelling via the WKC. 
 
17. Mr HAU Wing-cheong said that the TKT section of the WKC was the 
section closest to residential areas.  Heavy vehicles passing through the connections 
of the flyover there would generate excessive noise.  As paving the road surface with 
sound-proof materials might not significantly reduce traffic noise, it was undesirable 
for the TD to arrange more buses travelling via the WKC. 
 
18. Mr HUI Tak-leung said that Members had clearly indicated their stance 
against more bus routes using the WKC at the last meeting.  If the TD and bus 
companies could not provide alternatives at this meeting to address Members’ 
concerns on the noise problem of the WKC, the TTC should not waste any more time 
to continue the discussion on this issue.  He also enquired the Chairman whether the 
TD could still implement the bus routes reorganisation plan it proposed if Members 
unanimously opposed the Bus Route Development Programme for YTM District. 
 
19. The Chairman explained that as the three items had been combined for 
discussion this time, even if the TD did not proactively respond in the discussion of 
the Bus Route Development Programme for YTM District, the TTC still needed to 
exchange views on how to enhance bus services in the TKT District and discuss the 
opposing views on more bus routes via the WKC.  He also said that it would in fact 
be a disregard for public opinion if the TD did not respect and consider the views of 
the TTC. 
   
20. Ms Peggy WONG responded that the bus routes that the KMB proposed to 
be diverted to the WKC were mainly routes operated from Tsuen Wan or Tsing Yi to 
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Kowloon South.  As those routes overlapped with some bus routes in the District, the 
KMB proposed to divert some bus routes to the WKC to reduce overlapping of routes 
and bus journey time.  She continued that under the current bus reorganisation 
proposal, five bus routes would be diverted to the WKC.  With average frequency of 
each route remained at every 15 minutes during peak hours, there would have 20 bus 
trips via the WKC each hour, resulting in a total of about 400 bus trips each day. 
 
21. The Chairman thought that it was unacceptable to have an average of one bus 
trip via the WKC every three minutes.  In addition, he was dissatisfied that the KMB 
had not given due consideration to Members’ views expressed at the last meeting. 
   
22. Ms Peggy WONG supplemented that the TD regulated the traffic noise level 
of bus models newly-introduced by bus companies, but not the noise level of buses 
when travelling on a specific road section. 
  
23. The Chairman said that Members were worried that the increase in bus routes 
diverted to the WKC would intensify the noise problem there, but the KMB had not 
responded directly in this regard.  He agreed to Mr HAU Wing-cheong’s remarks 
that large vehicles passing via the connections of the TKT section of the WKC would 
generate great noise due to uneven road surface.  The arrangement of more bus 
routes traveling via the WKC would only aggravate the problem of traffic noise. 
   
24. Mr MOK Man-wai reported that the number of traffic complaints received 
for the TKT District this year had increased slightly as compared with that of last year.  
During the first four months of this year, the Police issued a total of 5 422 Fixed 
Penalty Tickets.  He said that the Mong Kok Police District would continue to 
strengthen communication with the TD and step up law enforcement at black spots, in 
order to improve traffic conditions in the TKT District. 
 
25. Ms Christine Yuen thanked Members for their valuable comments.  She 
stressed that the TD was currently consulting DCs on the Bus Route Development 
Programme and would later consider all the views gathered for a review of the 
programme.  It was estimated that the final proposal would be reported to the DCs 
between June and July.  
 
26. The Vice-chairman said that though he supported the general direction of the 
Bus Route Development Programme for YTM District, he was dissatisfied that the 
TD had not adopted effective noise mitigation measures before arranging more bus 
routes to use the WKC.  He pointed out that as early as in 2010, the noise level 
recorded at the TKT section of the WKC had already exceeded 70 decibels.  If the 
TD and KMB insisted on arranging more bus routes via that section, he doubted 
whether the traffic noise there would exceed the standard set by the EPD.   
 
27. Mr YIM Kin-ping pointed out that the addition of about 400 daily bus trips 
via the WKC might result in traffic congestion at various road junctions, so he wanted 
to know whether the TD had conducted any traffic impact assessment for the situation.  
He added that the current traffic noise level of the WKC had already exceeded the 
standard of the EPD, so the relevant government departments should carry out noise 
abatement works there to alleviate noise nuisance caused to residents.  
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28. Mr Benjamin CHOI pointed out that the diversion of more bus routes to the 
WKC arranged by the KMB and TD had great impact on the elderly living in the 
vicinity. 
 
29. Mr Barry WONG opined that the KMB was not intended to listen to the 
views of the TTC, thus no more time should be wasted on further discussion.  He 
believed that TD’s report on the final proposal of bus route reorganisation in July 
would be for information only and it would not sincerely consult Members’ views 
again.   

 
30. Mr LAU Pak-kei suggested writing to heads of the government departments 
concerned and bus companies to clearly express TTC’s views on the Bus Route 
Development Programme for YTM District.  He pointed out that the current bus 
routes Nos. 13D, 904, 905 and E21 had stops in TKT old area either on their forward 
trips or return trips.  He requested bus companies to assign stops on both forward 
trips and return trips of those buses for the convenience of residents in the 
District.  Ms KWAN Sau-ling agreed to Mr Lau’s suggestion. 
 
(Mr HAU Wong-cheong left the meeting at 3:18 p.m.) 
 
31. Ms Peggy WONG clarified that the KMB had not ignored the comments 
made by the TTC, and it noted Members’ concerns over the diversion of more bus 
routes to the WKC.  She said that the KMB would conduct a comprehensive review 
on the Bus Route Development Programme for YTM District together with the TD 
after the meeting.  The TD would report to the TTC again once the final proposal 
was ready. 
 
32. Ms Christine YUEN said that she noted that Members supported the Bus 
Route Development Programme for YTM District in principle.  However, Members 
had reservations about the arrangement of having more bus routes diverted to the 
WKC.  She would relay and report Members’ opinions and concerns to the TD. 
 
33. The Chairman declared that the TTC did not merely express reservations 
about having more bus routes diverted to the WKC, but also resolutely opposed such 
arrangements.  
 
34. Ms Christine YUEN supplemented that after the meeting, the TD would 
collate and summarise the views received, and would write to inform the DCs in July 
of the outcome of the TD’s consideration. 
  
35. The Chairman suggested writing to the Commissioner for Transport and  
KMB in the name of the TTC stating its support for the general direction of the Bus 
Route Development Programme for YTM District, as well as its resolute objection to 
the diversion of more bus routes to the WKC. 
 
36. Mr Barry WONG said that the TD representative had just mentioned that the 
TTC would be informed in writing of the final proposal regarding the Bus Route 
Development Programme for YTM District in July.  He asked whether this implied 
that the TD had no need to seek consensus and support from the TTC before making 
any decision concerning the programme. 
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37. Ms Christine YUEN responded that the TD was happy to listen to the views 
of members of the local community before it proceeded to review the detailed 
arrangements of the Bus Route Development Programme. 
  
38. The Chairman stressed that Members had repeatedly complained about the 
severe traffic noise problem on the WKC and the insufficient bus services in the TKT 
District.  He urged the TD to seriously respond to Members’ demands.  
 
39. Mr CHUI Kin-man suggested that the TD should consult Councillors of the 
concerned constituency before it finalised the bus route reorganisation proposal. 
 
40. Members unanimously agreed to write to the Commissioner for Transport 
and KMB in the name of the TTC to express the relevant demands. 
 
41. The Chairman reiterated that letters would be sent to the Commissioner for 
Transport and KMB in the name of the TTC to express its views on the Bus Route 
Development Programme.  The TTC supported that the KMB should give a holistic 
consideration of its bus route programme, but should not affect the quality of sleep  
and living of residents in the YTM District (especially in the TKT District).  
    
(Mr LEUNG Shiu-cheong left the meeting at 3:35 p.m.) 
 
42. Mr CHAN Siu-tong pointed out that the airbus route Nos. E21 and A12 only 
passed via the TKT District on their forward trips.  He requested the TD to review on 
the service of the two bus routes. 
  
43. Ms Christine YUEN responded that the TD had discussed with bus 
companies on whether route Nos. 13D, 904, 905 and E21 could run through Sham 
Mong Road on their round trips.   However, bus companies did not consider such 
arrangement for the time being as it was assessed that the journey time would be 
longer and bus fares had to be raised to meet operating costs.  She supplemented that 
the TD had planned to add en-route stops for bus route Nos. 701 and 701S at the 
junction of Sham Mong road and Hoi Fai Road to facilitate residents in the TKT 
District travelling to and from other areas.     
 
44. The Chairman said that he did not accept TD’s decline to improve bus route 
arrangement on the ground of longer journey time. 
  
45. Ms Christine YUEN responded that bus companies would actively consider 
any proposal of bus route diversion if there were supporting passenger throughput and 
other data.  She reiterated that the TD and bus companies would continue to discuss 
on the enhancement of bus services in the District.  
      
46. There being no further comments, the Chairman closed the discussion on this 
item.  

 
(Post-meeting note: On 13 June 2013, the Chairman wrote to the Commissioner for 

Transport and KMB in the name of the TTC (see Annexes 6 and 
7) to express Members’ demands mentioned above.)  
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Item 3: Progress Report on District Traffic Improvement Projects under 

Construction or Planning by Transport Department/Highways Department 
(as at April 2013) 
(YTMTTC Paper No. 27/2013)                                       

 
47. The Chairman welcomed Mr PANG Tat-wing, District Engineer/Mong Kok 
and Mr NG Tin-chi, District Engineer/Yau Tsim of the HyD to the meeting. 

 
48. Mr NG Tin-chi and Mr PANG Tat-wing briefly introduced the paper. 
 
49. The Chairman recalled that it had been discussed at the last meeting 
proposals concerning pedestrian crossing facilities at Salisbury Road.  He asked the 
Secretariat to invite representatives of the TD and New World Development Company 
Limited to attend the next meeting to report on the progress of the proposals.  

 
50. Mr Barry WONG wanted to know under what circumstances and according 
to what standards would the HyD pave pedestrian crossings with tactile warning 
strips. 
 
51. Mr PANG Tat-wing responded that the HyD would pave tactile warning 
strips on pedestrian crossings in the territory to facilitate road crossing by the visually 
impaired.  He added that, to his knowledge, the TD paved tactile guide paths in 
accordance with the relevant design codes and consulted organisations for the blind 
people during the design stage.    
  
52. Mr Barry WONG said that the TD often paved tactile guide paths over the 
entire footpath.  The uneven surface of tactile guide paths made wheelchair users felt 
terribly inconvenient.  He advised the relevant government departments to make 
reference to overseas experience when paving tactile warning strips or tactile guide 
paths.  Also, the relevant government departments should value comments made by 
other road users (such as wheelchair users) so that the design of barrier-free accesses 
would be able to cater for the needs of different users.  
 
53. Ms Sally KUNG responded that the TD would consider paving tactile guide 
paths according to community needs and conditions of individual locations.  For 
community facilities in certain areas which were more frequently used by the visually 
impaired (such as hospitals, clinics for the visually impaired), the TD would arrange 
priority assessment on whether tactile guide paths were needed for facilitating access 
of those facilities by the visually impaired.  She also welcomed Mr Barry WONG’s 
suggestion on the locations of tactile guide paths.   
 
54. There being no further comments, the Chairman closed the discussion on this 
item. 
 
Item 4:  
 

Hong Kong Section of Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express 
Rail Link – Temporary Traffic Management Scheme for West 
Kowloon Terminus 
(YTMTTC Paper No. 28/2013)                                     
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55. The Chairman welcomed the following representatives to the meeting: 
     

(a) Mr LEUNG Wai–chiu, Senior Engineer/XRL of the HyD;  
(b) Mr Ken YIP, Senior Engineer/ Priority Railway of the TD; and 
(c) Mr FUNG Wai-chung, Senior Liaison Engineer and Ms Gloria WOO, 

Public Relations Manager-Projects & Property of the MTR 
Corporation Limited (“MTRCL”). 

 
56. Mr FUNG Wai-chung gave a PowerPoint presentation to briefly introduce 
the contents of the paper.  
 
57. The Chairman said that there were earlier reports saying that the completion 
date of the Hong Kong Section of Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express Rail 
Link (“XRL”) had to be extended.  He would like to know whether this would affect 
the completion date of the footbridges linking the XRL terminus.  
 
58. Mr FUNG Wai-chung responded that the expected completion date of the 
footbridges linking the XRL terminus would be the same as that of the XRL works, 
with the target completion date in 2015.  
 
59. Mr Derek HUNG said that the XRL terminus would occupy permanently the 
public open space with an area of 300 to 400 square metres next to Lin Cheung Road.  
He would like to know if the MTRCL would provide another open space with similar 
area near to the XRL terminus as compensation.  Besides, he recalled that the 
MTRCL representative reported at the 8th meeting of the Community Building 
Committee (“CBC”) on 9 May 2013 that the three footbridges linking the XRL 
terminus would adopt an open design, and promised to submit supplementary 
information after the meeting.  He urged the MTRCL to provide layout plans of 
those three footbridges as soon as possible so that Members could follow up on the 
relevant matters.  
 
60. Mr CHAN Wai-keung said that it was heard earlier that the XRL tunnel 
boring works at the junction of Hoi Ting Road and Hoi Wang Road had to be 
postponed to avoid the underground piles and he would like to know the current 
condition.  He opined that both the HyD and MTRCL should be liable for failing to 
discover those piles before the commencement of works.  He also asked whether the 
HyD would make a claim to the consultant which was responsible for exploration or 
blacklist the consultant.  
 
(Mr CHUNG Kong-mo joined the meeting at 3:44 p.m.) 
 
61. Mr Benny YEUNG would like to know whether the proposed podium garden 
above the Public Transport Interchange of West Kowloon Terminus North could have 
direct access to the landscape deck of the Central Kowloon Route and whether the 
said podium garden had cycling tracks connecting to the West Kowloon Cultural 
District.  
 
62. Mr CHUNG Kong-mo recalled that, at the 6th meeting of the TTC on 17 
January 2013, the MTRCL said that the XRL tunnel boring works in Hoi Wang Road 
areas would be carried out between January and February.  However, the works had 



(Cleared) Minutes of TTC (8th) dd. 23.5.2013 (E) 11 

been delayed.  He would like to know the progress of the works and the expected 
time that the tunnel would go through Hoi Wang Road.  He also said that he had 
repeatedly requested the HyD to improve the road surface of the Charming Garden 
section of Hoi Wang Road concurrently with the XRL works.  However, the HyD 
had not put forth any concrete suggestions till now.  Besides, he suggested that 
building of columns along the central passage of the footbridges linking the XRL 
terminus should be avoided as far as possible, so as to prevent dog fouling on the 
bridge columns to affect environmental hygiene.  
 
63. The Vice-chairman said that the MTRCL held the Community Liaison Group 
(“CLG”) meetings every three months in earlier years to report the latest progress of 
the XRL works to members of the local community.  The last CLG meeting was held 
more than half a year ago.  He would like to know if the MTRCL would continue 
holding such meetings.  
 
64. Mr Barry WONG also hoped that the MTRCL could avoid constructing 
columns along the central passage of the footbridges linking the XRL terminus as far 
as possible when designing the footbridges.  
 
65. Mr FUNG Wai-chung responded as follows:   
     

(i) To cope with the traffic flow after the opening of the XRL terminus,  
road widening works at Lin Cheung Road was needed which would 
permanently occupy the current open space with an area of 300 to 
400 square metres next to Lin Cheung Road.  The MTRCL planned 
to increase the area of the podium garden above the Public Transport 
Interchange by 2 710 square metres to compensate for the public 
open space being occupied.  
 

(ii)  The MTRCL would submit the information and layout plans of the 
footbridges linking the XRL terminus to the CBC and CLG for 
reference.  
 

(iii)  The grouting works of the first XRL tunnel had been substantially 
completed.  However, the contractor discovered some temporary 
piles which were discarded during reclamation in early years at the 
underground junction of Hoi Ting Road and Hoi Wang Road when 
the XRL tunnel boring works were being carried out.  As those piles 
had to be removed first, tunnel boring works had been delayed.  The 
works were expected to be completed in the third and fourth quarters 
this year.  
  

(iv)  Together with the relevant government departments, the MTRCL had 
to review the preparation work of the entire tunnel boring works and 
discuss whether action should be taken against the consultant 
responsible for exploration in the past.  
 

(v)  The proposed podium garden above the Public Transport Interchange 
could have direct access to the XRL terminus and there was no need 
to walk up and down stairs.  
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(vi) The MTRCL noted the suggestions made by Members regarding the 

design of the footbridges linking the XRL terminus and would 
conduct studies with the relevant government departments.  

 
66. Ms Gloria WOO said that the MTRCL had set up a total of 10 CLGs for the 
XRL works.  Each group convened timely meetings according to the work progress 
and the impact of works on the residents and shops nearby to maintain dialogue with 
members of the local community.  Apart from the CLG meetings, the MTRCL would 
also contact directly those residents and shops being affected by the works, distribute 
the XRL Newsletters and display the relevant notices, etc., so that Councillors of the 
constituency concerned and members of the local community could understand the 
latest progress of the XRL works.  She continued that the XRL tunnel boring works 
were now being carried out at Hoi Wang Road and the MTRCL would convene 
another CLG meeting to report work details before the second tunnel was bored to Tai 
Kok Tsui.  
 
67. Mr FUNG Wai-chung supplemented that the MTRCL was discussing with 
the HyD when to conduct pavement re-alignment works at the Charming Garden 
section of Hoi Wang Road.  
 
68. Mr CHAN Wai-keung pointed out that traffic diversion arrangements were 
made at the junction of Hoi Ting Road and Hoi Wang Road due to the XRL works.  
The original three-lane carriageway was re-routed one-way, which led to serious 
traffic congestion.  He would like to know when the implementation of those traffic 
diversion measures would end and if there were other arrangements to relieve the 
traffic congestion in that area.  
 
69. Mr FUNG Wai-chung responded that Hoi Wang Road southbound and 
northbound were reduced from three-lane carriageway to single-lane and two-lane 
respectively due to the XRL tunnel boring works.  The MTRCL expected that one of 
the lanes of Hoi Wang Road southbound could be re-opened in mid-June and more 
work site areas would be re-opened as the works progressed, with a view to mitigating 
the impact of works on the traffic nearby.    
 
70. There being no further comments, the Chairman closed the discussion on this 
item.  
 
Item 5:  Concern over Waterway Safety Management in Victoria Harbour 

(YTMTTC Paper No. 29/2013)                                
 
71. The Chairman welcomed the following representatives to the meeting:  
       

(a) Mr Calvin WONG, Marine Officer/Harbour Patrol Section, Mr LEE 
Chi-wai, Senior Assistant Shipping Master/Harbour Patrol Section 
and Mr CHU Kwok-fai, Senior Assistant Shipping Master/West, 
Licensing and Port Formalities Section of the Marine Department 
(“MD”); 

(b) Mr Joseph LI, Superintendent of Police, Marine Regional 
Headquarters (Operations) of the Hong Kong Police Force 
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(“HKPF”); 
(c) Mr O Kin, Manager of The Star Ferry Company Limited; and 
(d)  Mr YIP Kwok-lee, Marine Superintendent of Shun Tak-China Travel 

Ship Management Limited.  
 
72. The Chairman said that the written responses of the MD, Marine Police,  
Hong Kong Pilots Association Limited and The Star Ferry Company Limited 
(Annexes 8 to 11) had been faxed to Members for perusal before the meeting.  
 
73. Mr Derek HUNG supplemented the paper with some additional information.  
He opined that the written responses of the government departments had clearly 
responded to the questions in the paper, so Members could focus on discussing the 
waterway safety management in the Victoria Harbour (“VH”) and it was inappropriate 
to have detailed discussion on individual cases which were still under investigation.  
 
74. Mr Joseph LI gave a PowerPoint presentation to introduce the routine work 
of the marine police in maintaining waterway safety in the VH (Annex 12).  
 
 (Mr HUI Tak-leung left the meeting at 4:06 p.m.) 
 
75. Mr Calvin WONG said that the Kai Tak Cruise Terminal would be opened 
soon.  The MD, Hong Kong Pilots Association Limited and other port users were 
preparing the Complete Berthing Guidelines for Port of Hong Kong of the new cruise 
terminal.  He continued that the MD would work closely with other government 
departments concerned to ensure safety at sea.  
 
76. Mr CHU Kwok-fai said that under the existing legislation, ferries, launches 
or vessels that operated a franchised service or a licensed service as defined in the 
Ferry Services Ordinance (Cap. 104) plying outside the boundaries of the VH Port 
were required to be fitted with radars.  The Star Ferries were not required to be fitted 
with radars because they were plying within the waters of VH.  He supplemented 
that the MD was reviewing the safety requirements of local vessels, including the 
possible requirement for vessels to retrofit radars, radio communication equipment 
and automatic identification system.  
 
77. Mr Derek HUNG said that there were more than a thousand of prosecution 
cases in 2011 and 2012 respectively at the said location according to the written 
response of the MD.  He urged the MD to be more alert to any breach of licence 
conditions by vessels, and to step up enforcement actions against violations by vessels 
and impose heavier penalties.  He continued that sampans and fishing vessels in the 
VH were found engaging in fishing or trawling activities at weekends or during public 
holidays, which had affected the fairway operation within the VH.  He requested the 
MD to address the situation.  Besides, he was worried that cruises currently 
proceeding from Lei Yue Mun to the Ocean Terminal Wharf might collide with the 
Star Ferries.  He hoped that the MD could discuss with the Star Ferry Company 
Limited about feasible improvement measures.  He also said that cruises berthing at 
the Kai Tak Cruise Terminal from Lei Yue Mun might first sail across the VH in the 
future.  In this connection, it might be necessary for the MD to review the fairway 
arrangements within the VH.  
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78. Mr HUI Hon-man recalled that the master of “Lamma IV” said after the 
collision that he did not know how to read the radar.  He asked the MD whether it 
was required in the ship master licence that a ship master should be competent to 
operate radars.  Also, he would like to know whether a master should determine, 
based on visual inspection, which waterway to proceed or prohibit the vessel from 
proceeding in case the vessel radar broke down at night.  
 
(Ms KWAN Sau-ling left the meeting at 4:20 p.m.) 
 
79. Mr YIP Kwok-lee said that the Shun Tak-China Travel Ship Management 
Limited provided high-speed craft, catamarans and hydrofoils services between Hong 
Kong and Macau, mainly travelling in waters at western VH.  If a ship master 
discovered sampans or fishing vessels engaging in hauling activities along the 
waterway, he/she would immediately inform the MD for enforcement action.  He 
supplemented that the above situation seldom occurred in the recent decade and he 
opined that the existing measures on waterway safety management in the VH were 
sufficient.  
 
 
80. Mr Derek HUNG stressed that fishing or trawling conducted on sampans or 
fishing vessels along busy fairways did not only obstruct the fairways, but also pose 
danger to people on board.  For instance, a fatal accident occurred in late 2012 in 
which a person fishing on a sampan was accidentally hit by the anchor of a barge in 
waters near Causeway Bay.  He requested the MD to consider strictly requiring 
launches with capacity of over 12 people or vessels with capacity of over 100 people 
be fitted with radio communication equipment or collision avoidance radar devices to 
strengthen fairway safety in Hong Kong waters.  
 
81. Mr Calvin WONG responded that the fatal accident mentioned by Mr Derek 
HUNG occurred within the scope of marine works.  The Marine Accident 
Investigation Section of the MD and Crime Squad of the Police were conducting 
investigation.  He continued that the MD was reviewing the safety requirements of 
vessels with various shipping companies in the territory to explore whether retrofitting 
safety equipment such as radars or radio communication equipment for vessels was 
necessary.  
 
82. Mr Joseph LI responded that the Marine Traffic Safety Day was held by the 
Marine Police every month, which themed on different irregularities (including 
fishing along the channel of VH).  He supplemented that the Marine Police would 
take immediate enforcement action against any irregularities found.  
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83. There being no further comments, the Chairman closed the discussion on this 
item.  
 
(Mr Paul LAW left the meeting at 4:33 p.m.)  
 
 
Item 8:  To Suggest Studying the Feasibility of Allowing Vehicles along 

Austin Road West (Eastbound) to Turn into Austin Road Directly  
(YTMTTC Paper No. 32/2013)                                

 
84. The Chairman welcomed the following representatives to the meeting:  
     

(a)  Mr Ken YIP, Senior Engineer/Priority Railway of the TD; 
(b) Mr LEUNG Wai-chiu, Senior Engineer/XRL and Mr LEE Cho-yin, 

Engineer of Major Works Project Management Office (Special 
Duties) of the HyD; and 

(c) Mr FUNG Wai-chung, Senior Liaison Engineer of the MTRCL.  
 
85. Mr Ken YIP reported that the TD was planning to widen Austin Road West to 
eight lanes, with five lanes eastbound and three lanes westbound.  The vehicles 
travelling via Austin Road West (Eastbound) could turn left into Yau Ma Tei, go 
straight to Austin Road and turn right into Canton Road after the completion of the 
works.  
 
86. The Chairman was glad to hear positive responses from the TD.  However, 
he pointed out that the traffic of Canton Road was very busy and traffic congestion 
was observed from time to time.  He would like to know whether the TD had 
conducted any traffic impact assessment since the traffic congestion there might be 
worsened when vehicles were allowed to turn directly into Canton Road from Austin 
Road West.  
 
87. Mr Ken YIP responded that the TD had already assessed the traffic capacity 
after the widening works at the junction of Austin Road West and Canton Road.  The 
analysis showed that the road junction could accommodate the traffic flow till 2031 
after the widening works.   
 
88. The Chairman would like to know when the works would commence.  
 
89. Mr Ken YIP responded that the works would be carried out in two phases.  
The first phase of the works tied in with the progress of the XRL works and vehicles 
could turn directly into Austin Road from Austin Road West after its completion.  
 
90. Mr LEUNG Wai-chiu supplemented that the first phase of the works was 
expected to be completed in the second half of 2014.  
 
91. Mr Ken YIP said that the second phase of the works mainly involved  
large-scale works to widen Canton Road.  To tie in with the works, the contractor 
had to implement temporary traffic measures such as changes of traffic movements, 
but it would minimise the impact on drivers.  
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92. Mr LEE Cho-yin reported that the Major Works Project Management Office 
of the HyD would commence the second phase of the road improvement works after 
the completion of the first phase of the road improvement works by the MTRCL.  
Since the second phase of the works involved alteration works at the junction of 
Canton Road and Austin Road West, by then temporary traffic measures would be 
implemented but inconvenience caused to drivers would be minimised.  
 
93. Mr Derek HUNG asked if the details of the works had already been finalised 
and enquired on the works schedule.  
 
94. Mr Ken YIP responded that the first phase of the works involved the 
widening of Austin Road West.  It was expected to be completed in the second half 
of 2014 and by then vehicles could turn into Austin Road or turn right into other roads.  
The second phase of the works involved widening the junction of Canton Road, which 
was relatively larger in scale, and was expected to be completed between late 2016 
and early 2017.   
 
95. Mr Derek HUNG said that he had suggested the construction of a 
carriageway tunnel between Canton Road and MTR Kowloon Station, but the TD said 
that it was technically difficult to do so.  He opined that the widening works at 
Austin Road West could relieve the traffic congestion from Canton Road to Kowloon 
Station.  He hoped that the works could commence as soon as possible to tie in with 
the opening of the West Kowloon Cultural District.  
 
96. There being no further comments, the Chairman closed the discussion on this 
item. 
 
Item 11:  Any Other Business  
 
97. The Chairman said that MTRCL representatives would join the discussion of 
Items 9 and 10.  He proposed that Item 11 be discussed first since representatives 
from the MTRCL had not yet arrived.  There was no objection to the proposal.  
 

 
(i)  

 
Information Paper – 
 Mong Kok Road Footbridge System at Sai Yee Street – 

Extension across Nathan Road (Progress Report as at 
April 2013)  
(YTMTTC Paper No. 35/2013) 

 
98. Ms WONG Shu-ming recalled that residents living near Mong Kok Road 
North complained that the earlier relocation of underground public utilities by the 
HyD at that site made their buildings sway.  She would like to know if there were 
similar complaints regarding the works at Mong Kok Road South and whether the 
entire works was moving as scheduled.  
 
99. Mr PANG Tat-wing responded that the HyD had not received any complaints 
regarding the relocation of underground public utilities at Mong Kok Road South.  
The entire works were proceeding as scheduled and there was no delay. 
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100. There being no further comments, the Chairman closed the discussion on this 
item. 
 
101. Noting that MTRCL representatives had not yet arrived, the Chairman 
suspended the meeting for three minutes.  
 
(three-minute suspension)  
 
 
Item 9:  Urging for Additional Escalators and Early Installation of Exit 

Elevator in MTR Yau Ma Tei Station 
(YTMTTC Paper No. 33/2013)                                     

 
102. The Chairman welcomed the following representatives to the meeting:  
 

(a)  Ms Christine YUEN, Senior Transport Officer/Yau Tsim Mong of the 
TD; and 

(b)  Ms Lilian YEUNG, Public Relations Manager - External Affairs of the 
MTRCL.  

 
103. Mr Benny YEUNG briefly introduced the paper.  He would like to know the 
current progress of the installation of elevator in MTR Yau Ma Tei Station.  
 
104. Ms Lilian YEUNG responded that the MTRCL was discussing with the 
relevant government departments about the temporary walkways and traffic 
management arrangements in connection with the relevant works.  The works were 
expected to commence in August for completion by the end of 2015.  She continued 
that most of the MTR stations were completed in the 1970s and 1980s, with exits 
mainly designed to be connected by staircases.  She said that it was complicated to 
provide additional escalators at a station in operation as the MTRCL had to examine if 
it would require the removal and reprovisioning of the entire exit or closure of the exit 
before the commencement of works.  Besides, the MTRCL had to see if there was 
enough underground space to accommodate the machine room, which involved 
substantial structural changes to a station.  
 
105. The MTRCL noted the views regarding the addition of escalators at the Man 
Ming Lane exit of MTR Yau Ma Tei Station.  It would review the situation after the 
commissioning of the elevator at the station.  
 
106. Mr Benny YEUNG said that MTR Yau Mei Tei Station would become the 
interchange station of Kwun Tong Line Extension in the future and its usage would 
definitely increase.  He opined that complete closure of Man Ming Lane exit of the 
station was not necessary and the works for the addition of escalators could be carried 
out inside the station.  It was because the Man Ming Lane exit was very spacious and 
escalators had already been provided in some passages connecting to the concourse.  
He hoped that the MTRCL could seriously consider adding escalators at the exit of 
MTR Yau Ma Tei Station for the convenience of passengers.  
 
107. Ms KO Po-ling said that MTR Yau Ma Tei Station was currently very busy.  
The utilisation rate of the station would be higher after the commissioning of the 
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Shatin to Central Link.  She hoped that the MTRCL could seriously consider the 
proposed addition of escalators at the exit of the station.  She continued that there 
would be a new exit at MTR Yau Ma Tei Station leading to the Kwong Wah Hospital 
upon its redevelopment.  She hoped that the MTRCL could consider installing an 
elevator at the new exit.  
   
108. Mr CHUNG Kong-mo opined that the MTRCL should take the initiative to 
study ways to improve the barrier-free facilities at MTR stations.  He pointed out 
that Yau Ma Tei Station would become the interchange station of Kwun Tong Line 
Extension.  Due to an increase in passenger throughout, it was expected that more 
passengers would use the elevators and escalators in the station.  He hoped that the 
MTRCL would listen to the views of Councillors and commence a study on the 
installation of elevator and escalators in the said station as soon as possible to tie in 
with the commissioning of Kwun Tong Line Extension for the convenience of the 
public.  
 
109. Mr HUI Hon-man said that the Tokyo Station in Japan constructed in earlier 
years originally had all its entrances served by staircases, and now it had switched to 
escalators.  He suggested that the MTRCL should use Japan as a reference for 
resolving the technical difficulties involved in the provision of escalators in MTR 
stations.  
 
110. Mr YIM Kin-ping pointed out that in view of the spaciousness of the Man 
Ming Lane exit of MTR Yau Ma Tei Station, it should be technically feasible to install 
escalators there.  He continued that the Government had embarked on the installation 
of lifts at all public walkways throughout the territory under the “Universal 
Accessibility” Programme.  He hoped that the TD and HyD could urge the MTRCL 
to expedite the provision of barrier-free facilities at MTR stations.  
 
111. Mr Benny YEUNG opined that the MTRCL could not mix up the installation 
of elevator and escalators, which were two projects.  He reiterated that the MTRCL 
should seriously consider providing additional escalators at the Man Ming Lane exit 
given the high passenger flows at MTR Yau Ma Tei Station.  Besides, he hoped that 
the MTRCL could construct a passage connecting Kwong Wah Hospital with the 
concourse of MTR Yau Ma Tei Station for the convenience of passengers.  
 
112. Ms Lilian YUENG responded that providing additional escalators at  
stations in operation was complicated.  The MTRCL noted Members’ requests for 
providing additional escalators at MTR Yau Ma Tei Station and it would consider 
Members’ suggestion in future enhancement of facilities in MTR stations.  
 
113. Ms Christine YUEN opined that the MTRCL had listened clearly to 
Members’ views and would conduct detailed study on the feasibility of those 
suggestions in future.  
 
114. There being no further comments, the Chairman closed the discussion on this 
item. 
 
 
Item 10:  Still Only Recording of Upward Adjustments in MTR’s Fare 
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Adjustment Mechanism?  
(YTMTTC Paper No. 34/2013)                                    

 
115. The Chairman welcomed Ms Lilian YEUNG, Public Relations Manager- 
External Affairs of the MTRCL to the meeting.  He said that the written response of 
the THB (Annex 13) had been faxed to Members for perusal before the meeting.  
 
116. Ms WONG Shu-ming supplemented the paper with some additional 
information.  She requested the MTRCL to explain the difference between the new 
and old fare adjustment mechanisms and under what circumstances the fare could be 
adjusted downwardly by the new mechanism.  
 
117. Ms Lilian YEUNG responded as follows:  
    

(i) The MTRCL completed a review of the MTR’s Fare Adjustment 
Mechanism (“FAM”) with the Government in April this year.  The 
new FAM adopted a direct-drive formula and the overall fare 
adjustment rate was calculated according to the year-on-year 
changes in the Composite Consumer Price Index, and the Nominal 
Wage Index (Transportation Section) as well as a pre-determined 
productivity factor.  
 

(ii) After the review of the FAM, there was an increase in the Profit 
Factor value for the next five years in the formula and thus the 
overall fare adjustment rate in 2013 would be reduced from +3.2% 
to +2.7%.  The MTRCL would adjust the fares according to the 
mechanism.   
 

(iii) The MTRCL would, based on its business performance each year, 
set aside a sum of money for sharing profits with passengers 
through the “10% Same Day Second Trip Discount” scheme.  
 

(iv) According to the mechanism after review, comparison would be 
made each year between the MTR fare adjustment rate and the 
year-on-year change in the “Median Monthly Household Income” 
(“MMHI”) announced by the Government, and the fare increase rate 
would not be higher than the change in the MMHI to cater for 
public affordability.  
 

(v) A “service performance arrangement” was also set up under the 
mechanism after review.  In the event of any prolonged service 
disruptions (31 minutes or above), the MTRCL would set aside a 
pre-determined sum of money for offering fare concessions to 
passengers directly through the “10% Same Day Second Trip 
Discount” scheme. 
 

(vi) Meanwhile, the MTRCL would introduce a series of fare promotion 
schemes, e.g. the “Monthly Pass Extra” and the “MTR City Saver” 
which covered designated stations within the urban areas.  The 
MTRCL was conducting a technical study on the “MTR City Saver” 
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scheme which was expected to be launched no later than the second 
quarter of 2014. 

 
118. Mr WONG Kin-san opined that the new FAM did not help relieve the burden 
of travelling expenses on passengers as it allowed only upward but not downward 
adjustments.  He pointed out that the “service performance arrangement” of the new 
FAM required that the MTRCL would only be penalised for service disruptions of 
over 30 minutes, which was considered too lax.  He requested the MTRCL to lower 
the fares immediately to benefit the public.  
 
119. Ms WONG Shu-ming pointed out that salary increase for the people of Hong 
Kong was normally linked with inflation.  Although the fare increase rate under the 
new FAM would not be higher than the year-on-year change in the MMHI, any 
shortfall would be recouped when the calculated fare increase rate was lower than the 
MMHI.  She queried that the new FAM was only a formula with upward but not 
downward adjustments to safeguard the revenue of the MTRCL.  
 
120. Ms Lilian YEUNG responded as follows:  
 

(i) The MTRCL provided world-class train services with safety as its 
first concern.  The train services had remained steady with 
punctuality of 99.9%.  Moreover, the MTRCL spent more than $5 
billion per year on maintenance and renewal of railway assets.  She 
hoped that Members could understand that the MTRCL had to adjust 
its fares so as to attain business growth.  
 

(ii)  The FAM formula was open and highly transparent.  The public 
could have access to the relevant statistical data from the Census and 
Statistics Department.  The mechanism after review ensured that the 
fare increase rate would not be higher than the year-on-year change 
in the MMHI under any circumstances.  

 
121. Ms WONG Shu-ming said that the MTR formed the main transport system in 
Hong Kong.  Members of the public would still have to take MTR even after the 
MTRCL increased its fares.  She was dissatisfied that the MTRCL did not share its 
profits from the property market with the public and had not put forth the new FAM 
for discussion by the Executive Council.  She urged the MTRCL to lower its fares as 
soon as possible.  
 
122. Ms Lilian YEUNG responded that the FAM after review had introduced 
profit-linked fare promotion schemes.  The MTRCL would, based on its underlying 
business profits each year inclusive of those from property management and property 
developments, set aside a sum of money for the operation of the “10% Same Day 
Second Trip Discount” scheme when the relevant profits had exceeded a certain level.  
She supplemented that from 1 July this year, the MTRCL would extend the “10% 
Same Day Second Trip Discount” Scheme for nine months.  
 
123. There being no further comments, the Chairman closed the discussion on this 
item. 
 



(Cleared) Minutes of TTC (8th) dd. 23.5.2013 (E) 21 

 
Item 11:  Any Other Business  
 

(ii)  Traffic Congestion at Larch Street, Tai Kok Tsui 
 
124. Mr CHUI Kin-man pointed out that traffic congestion was often observed at 
Larch Street and the Police should pay more attention to the situation.  
 
125. Mr Benjamin CHOI supplemented that Larch Street was always parked with 
vans and large vehicles on both sides, which would easily lead to traffic accidents due 
to obstruction to traffic and the line of sight of pedestrians.  
 
126. Mr Mok Man-wai reported that the Mong Kok Police District issued 313 
tickets for parking offences at Larch Street last year.  The Police would pay more 
attention to the traffic congestion caused by illegal parking at the said street and step 
up enforcement actions.  
 
127. There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 5:30 p.m.   
The next meeting would be held at 2:30 p.m. on 18 July 2013. 
 
 
 
Yau Tsim Mong District Council Secretariat 
July 2013 
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Annex 1 
 

Proposed Amendments for the Draft Minutes of 
the 7th Meeting of Traffic and Transport Committee held on 21 March 2013 

Yau Tsim Mong District Council (2012-2015) 
 
The amendments proposed by the Transport and Housing Bureau were as follows: 
 
Paragraph 15 (ii): 
Original Text: “According to the data provided by the consultant, Hong Kong 

had about 250 000 vehicles while the total capacity of the three 
RHCs was 270 000 vehicles.  Hence, the uneven traffic 
distribution was the major cause of congestion at the RHCs;” 
 

Proposed amendment: “According to the data provided by the consultant, Hong Kong 
had a daily cross-harbour traffic throughput of about 250 000 
vehicles while the total daily capacity of the three RHCs was 
270 000 vehicles.  Hence, the uneven traffic distribution was 
the major cause of congestion at the RHCs;”  
 

Paragraph 15 (vii): 
Original Text: “As the consultant had formulated a territory-wide traffic 

model for the toll adjustment options for the RHCs, the data 
derived could serve as reference; and” 
 

Proposed amendment: “As the toll adjustment options for the RHCs were formulated 
by the consultant on the basis of a territory-wide traffic model, 
the data derived could serve as reference; and” 

 
Paragraph 24: 
Original Text: “Mr YAU Shing-mu responded that Option A would increase 

CHT tolls by ratio according to the road space occupied as well 
as the wear and tear caused on the road by vehicles.  Having 
deducted the reimbursement for users of the EHC, it was 
expected that the option would bring a net revenue of about 
$164 million to the Government.  He emphasised that all 
three options could bring overall economic benefits of over 
$500 million per year to Hong Kong.  Besides, the 
Government was open-minded on the options and would like 
to listen to the views of all parties, thereby selecting the most 
preferred option for a 12-month trial to assess the 
effectiveness.”  
 

Proposed amendment: “Mr YAU Shing-mu responded that Option A would increase 
CHT tolls by ratio according to the road space occupied as well 
as the wear and tear caused on the road by vehicles.  If the 
reimbursement for users of the EHC was deducted, it was 
expected that the option would bring a net revenue of about 
$164 million to the Government.  He emphasised that all 
three options could bring overall economic benefits of over 
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$500 million per year to Hong Kong.  Besides, the 
Government was open-minded on the options and would like 
to listen to the views of all parties, thereby selecting the most 
preferred option for a 12-month trial to assess the 
effectiveness.” 

 






















































	(Cleared) Minutes of TTC (8th) dd. 23.5.2013 (E)
	20140404162355282

